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This presentation, without a tiie for the moment. can be divided In two main
chapters:

~ Species Selection of improvement
- Hybrids In Colombla

Bt before starting | have 1o toil you that foday. | will use the old tradiional and
what | think Is the only understandable “Taxonomic nomenciature”. For me
Odontogiossum and Oncidlum are two different things. Relations betwsen
groups can be studied and are very valuable. bul nol any further. Call me oid
fashioned or antiquated, but at this age and with my experience growing orchids,
I see differences, | cannol change. For those that think different. my sincere
apologles

A)  Basic Odontoglossum and Mitoniopsis Species Selection

©One of the main objeciives fhat | have had in mind In the past Is to select and
reproduce good clones of the Odonloglossum species specielly: nobile,
crispum and spectatissimum

1) Odontoglossum crispum.

This species, the comerstone In Odontogiossum hybridizing, was abundsnt in
the pest years when European collectors traveled all over our then undisturbed
forests. The evidence has been profusely documented I the old erature
and watercolors reproduced and published specially by the RHS. Lindenie.
Reichenbachia and others. After reviewing all these arlicles and pictures you
can only morir de envidia y suspirar

Except for dilferent colors and patierns seen In the modem hybrds, not great
improvements have been achieved in years of hybridizing. Let us see some of
these original coflected clones in the lale 1700 and early 1800

Unforunately, in these so calied modem days, none of these beauties extst
anymore. Or at least have not been found again. The recent collections of
Odm crispum In native habitats are really poor. All the plants that we receive
now are nice but nothing 1o do with what we ambition o saw In the past. The
following pictures iustrate whet | mean:
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Nevertheless we have Iried fo cross many of these reguiar and recently
coflected clones but only few exiraordinary have yet come out

Seme of he ciones that | have personaily admired in the last years are some
with beautiful red markings, even If the forms are not the best. | have been
crossing

these new found “red marked crispums”, bul the seed is stil in pods o
recentty sown

i
As 8 conclusion for the moment we have 1o be happy with the oid hybrids that "
have the blood or the genetic background of those marvelous old crispum

clones &
2) Odontoglossum noblle

The history of Odontoglossum noblle s quite diferent, Even If some old records
show exiraordinary clones, apparenily this species was nol as sbundan! as
Odontoglossum crispum. Here are some of those old clones for you to admire:

Collscted Odontoglossum crispum plants have been available al the lime, bul
Cdontoglossum noblie was lost for years in Colombla and for a very long lime
this species was scarce and rare in our collections. The only Odontoigossum
nobite thal we could ge! here in Colombia had 1o be imported from Europe. with
the surprise that all furned out 1o be Odm Ardentissimum (nobite x crispum)
and not true nobile. Here are pictures of the 50 called “noblle” that came from
England
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Coming back to siraight Odm nobile here are some new arrivals of these
recently coliected plants:

To prove the above statement several years ago | remade Odm Ardentissimum
(1898 by E. Rothschild) and here is what | got. Neediess to say that these first
flowers obtained confirmed my doubls sbout the English noblle being
Ardenfissimum. As you can see they are extracrdinary flowers thal show the
hybrid vigor

With the best planis we have made crosses that have produced beautiful
flowers: fully round. some puro white and others with well branched spikes. Al
these plants from the different crossos are still young and nol complotely
developed, hence | expect exiraordinary specimens when they become fully
adul. These pictures fiustrate what | mean:
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3) Odontoglossum spectatiasimum

WIlh this species the story Is relatively similar Lo the crispum one. No e
magnificent clones have appeared In these last years. Not even af the
national shows have | seen very desirable o unseen befors flowered
plants. The only great and outstanding clones that | have received in the
recent past is a division of Odontoglossum spectatissimum ‘Forte’ 4N that
Bob Hamiton very kindly gave me and plants that amived to Francisco's
nursery. | have crossed this “Forle™ clone with some of my regular ones, but
seed s still In pods.

4) Miltoniopsis vexillaria

Milloniopsis vexilaria has a dfferent story. Collections as recent as a couple
months ago, have contribuled with wonderful ciones. These Miloniopsis
vexiliaria are stil abundanly found in many cifferent locaticns in Colombia and
exraordinary flowers stil appear. In my opinion with these wonderful plants
that we can find now, | o nol see any real need to cross them. probably only
meristeming. Vartabty of forms and colors are shawn in the following pictures
of all jungle collected plants
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Colomborquideas. localed very near ihe Medeliin airport, at 2260 meters above
s0a level (7382 ), has climalic condtlons thal are very similar to the natural
Mitonlopsis vexilaria habllats.  The consequence Is thel | can grow
Mittoniopsis very successfully and this fact pushes me, every day, lo try lo
obtain more and more of Ihese beauties. The percentage of very good clones
in @ belch of collected plants that comes from ceriain ereas s very high.

5) Other Specios

Many other species are grown in Colomborquideas but dus 1o the limited time
of this: presentation | will rapidly pass through some of them

- Odontoglossum nevadense, recenlly reproduced in the lab and now
avaliable In quanlty, after more than 50 or 80 years of being disappeared
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- Mitoniopsis phalaenopsis, this small and variable beauty Is st sbundant
and is actually being crossed with standard advanced hybrid Milloniopsis to
produce & new line of plants, mulliflowered with smail but very showy
pattems

- Odontoigossum naevium, surely most of you have heard or read Steve
Beckendorf s chronicle sbout the rediscovery of ihis long lost species. Now
we have abundant plantlets being replated In the laboratories for rejoice of
ail

Al Orquifoliajes. Francisco's nursery. he has added fo his specles collection
some wonderful clones that are worlh seeing
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Odm Mont Fallu

B) Hybrids done In Colombie:

Now fet as toke @ look al some hybrids thet bolh Francisco Villegas at
and myself at C have made In our ‘quijolesco’
offort 1o keep the Odontoglossum trend still moving

| am using noblle for crosses with advanced modem Odm hybrids for & couple
reasons thal as Tom Periite wrote in his wonderful arficle in the Orchid Digest
Vol. 764-2011,  “infensifies the while color giving spariding texture to its
hybrids, and producing up to 75 flowers which open gradually on e
multibranched spike”

One of the parents that | have used in some of these crosses Is Odm Monl
Fallu (Nicky Sirauss x Stroperry). This seed was given to me by Bob Hamiton
several ysars ago

Odm Mont Fallu x nobile

After the Glasgow WOC, in 1999, | wert 10 the Eric Young Orchid Foundation in
Jorsey and being there tho unforgetiable Alan Moon gave me & handful of
selocted plants: Odm Augres. Oda Eric Young, Oda Somares and Oda
Avranches among olfers

With Ihis extraordinary geno pool | started doing crosses similar to those that
also somo ofhers like the EYOF continued to do or that the Nichirai Corp In
Japan registered with Sanders some years later.

Oda Avranches

Oda Victorla Village
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Y Oda Portgntos

o

Unfortunately until now and after many failed attempts no seed pods have
taken. That | know of, only Francisco Vilegas succeeded @ couple times by
crossing his  Portentosa fo Odm spectatissimum and lo Oda Sanderse x
Trixon. These crosses are probably the key 1o open the usage of this nice brick
colored line

Lot me now show you some hybrids that | heve made In the past

Oda Portentos:
coming from B

me s a combination of Oda Mouni Constance. & plant
and Oda Don Quichotte from Vacherot & Leconfie.

usan Preston Richards

Using plants from flasks that Howard Liebman gave me In the past, | have tried
fo develop some reds

inderae

Oda Guatavit 12 Don Camilo “Blue E

Now | will rapidly pass through some other hydrids done al Colomboquideas
and at Orquifoliajes

t

Qda Primavera x Gualanday




Odm Herfs

Odm Stonehurst Yellow

x Oda Bric Young

Oda Point Nepean x Lilllan Dugger

Cha. Rajah x (Oda Naranja x Egide)

In the Miltonlopsis | have done some crosses using vexlilarie back o some
complex hybrids in the aim of bring ‘hybrid vigor' {0 the new offspring. Only a
few have yet flowered but he outcome is promising

The racently discovered Milt roezil xanthina has bacame a new 100! (o produce
more yeliows and aiso some warmth lolerance In Miltoniopsis hybrids

I hava nice examples of whal | mean In crosses with ihe xanthic roezii:

Oua Michanl Newma
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But without any doubl the best of these yeliows was produced by the Tsubola
family in Pereira by crossing ine xanthina roezil with Mit Hudson Bay. Cross
that they ragistered as Mitt Eva's Razones Justas:
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Now that | come to an end, | think that | have
found a good title for this presentation

“Digressions in the Odontoglossum Alliance”

For your patience THANK YOU very much

Juan Felipe Posada
jfposada@une.net.co
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