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Subscriptions
I have

enclosed a subscription form for those who paid for one year only 
(one or two people paid for the coming year in advance).

Please return the form together with your subs as soon as 
possible. You will see that I have maintained the subs at the same 
low price for another year absorbing the increase in postage.

This is of course the last issue for this year.

Benedict RoezI 

(1823-1885)
Benedict Roezl is known as perhaps the most intrepid 

orchid collector who ever lived. Bom in Prague, Bohemia, he 
became interested in horticulture at twelve years of age.

1 started in my horticulture career in my thirteenth year - 
in 1936. I was apprenticed in the gardens of the Count of Thun at 
Totschen, in Bohemia, from which, after three years, 1 went to the 
gardens of the Count Paulikowsy, at Medica, Galicia. At that 
time these gardens contained the largest collection of plants in 
Europe, and I was there enabled to gain most of my botanical 
knowledge of plants. After staying three years I went to the 
far-famed gardens of Baron Von Hugel; from there 1 went to 
Telsch, in Moravia, to Count Lichtenstein, and from there to 
Ghent, to M. Van Houtte, where 1 stayed five years. I was chef de 
culture in the School of Horticulture of the Belgian Government.
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Book Review
Please feel free toSorry, no book review this time, 

enlighten us on any books you may have. Of course, they would 
need to have some connection to the Odont. Alliance.

I’m currently reading the book Orchid Fever and hope to 

give a review of this book shortly.

Didya’ Know?
THE ORCHID RESOURCE 
Highlights of Orchid History. 
1851 - 1899 AD

1890: Odontoglossum wilckeanum: Natural Hybrid from 
O. crispum x 0. luteopurpureum. Also raised by Baron E de 
Rothschild of Arman-villiers, Paris. Possibly the first hybrid of 
the genus known to science. Despite massive importations of 
Odontoglossum species into the U.K. during the period 1876 - 
1896; as many as 100,000 per annum of O. crispum alone; 
hybridisation between the species was slow to start. Species used 
in the earliest hybrids were 0dm. crispum; harryanum; triumphs; 
pescatorei; luteo-purpureum & halli. Almost as

between the species of the genus appeared successful
soon as soon as

crosses
hybrids between other genera with Odontoglossum were brought 

the first being Odopetalum: (Odontoglossum xabout;
^ Zygopetalum in 1895.) Following a period of nine years other 

intergenerics began to appear: 
i Odontioda - (Odontoglossum x Cochlioda) 1904.

Odontonia - ( " x Miltonia ) 1905.
Odontocidium(" x Oncidium ) 1911.



is a search engine - you just have to scroll about half way down 
t the home page to find it.

Secondly, at this stage it’s a wee bit biased towards the 
i author’s location (Key West, Florida). An example - there are 

119 photos of Oncidium species and only 20 photos of 
Odontoglossum species. Maybe that is something that some of 
our readers can correct. The site invites people to submit photos 
of their species so maybe we should be doing something about it.

Something I really like about the site is its summaries on
well as a briefthe growing conditions of each of the plants as

the plant’s floriforousness and what part of thecomment on 
world it originates from.

Upcoming Events
Taranaki Summer Show 
13th - 14th January, 2001 
Central School Hall 
New Plymouth

I have been to this show two or three times now and I can 
say that this is a ‘must attend’ event in the orchid calendar. It is 
such a fun, relaxed weekend that is enjoyed by numerous people 
around the country.

The Odontoglossum Alliance will be holding their regular 
meeting. We hope to discuss the future activities for the group as 
well as hold another silent auction raising money towards the
colour fund.

There will be the boot sale which we can all enjoy hunting
As well, you can feast on theout those bargains and finds, 

sumptuous dinner the society puts on, and then walk it off in the 
evening during the guided walk through Pukekura Park.



The costs are $35 for the whole weekend, $30 for Saturday 
only and $22 for Saturday night only. Please ask your local 
society’s secretary or the Taranaki Orchid Society (P O Box 635, 
New Plymouth) for full details and a registration form. Deadline 

is 31 December 2000.
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Odontoglossum hallii ‘Verutu’ HCC/OCNZ 
Grown by Paul Cable

One of the showiest of the Odontoglossums, it is found in 
Columbia, Peru and Ecuador at elevations of 2000 to 3000 

The inflorescences usually two per pseudobulb aremetres.
slightly pendulous up to 30cms. long and with up to 20 flowers. 
The flowers are somewhat variable both in size and in colour, the 
background either white or yellow with reddish-brown blotches.

This clone at it’s last flowering produced 45 x 82mm. 
blooms on 4 flowering spikes. This is the only plant that I have 
had awarded and with 78 points I felt that the Judges were
somewhat mean.

Odontoglossum lindleyanum 
Grown by Paul Cable

Sometimes known as Odontoglossum epidendroides, this 
species is to be found in Columbia and Ecuador at elevations 
between 1800 and 2500 metres. The unbranched mflorescences - 
have up to 12 flowers of between 6 and 8cms. This species grows 
well in our conditions as long as the humidity is at a high level , 
during the summer months.
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Odontocidium Tigersun

On display at the South Auckland Orchid Society Charity 
Show at the Auckland Botanical Gardens. Parentage is One. 
tigrinum x Odm. Sunmar hybridised by Mansell and Hatcher. A. 
Day imported this from Keith Andrews.

Odontocidium Grace Cobbledick

On display at the South Auckland Orchid Society Charity 
Show at the Auckland Botanical Gardens. Parentage is Odedm. 
Tiger Hambuhren x Odm. Stonehurst Yellow, hybridised by 
Bruce Cobbledick who brought in flasks during a visit around 
1990.

Odontoglossum Mellow Yellow

On display at the South Auckland Orchid Society Charity Show 
at the Auckland Botanical Gardens. Parentage is Odm. 
Goldrausch x Odm Goldmose. This is a Geyserland crossing 
grown by Alf Day.

Odontioda Jan’s Pride

On display at the South Auckland Orchid Society Charity Show 
at the Auckland Botanical Gardens. Parentage is Oda. Drumstick 
X Oda. Aviemore. Grown by Nick Symes, this plant was recently 
awarded an HCC/OCNZ. Another Mansell and Hatcher seedling.



Miltonopsis roezlii
1

Flower size 7 to lOcms. A cold to warm growing, small 
epiphytic orchid that needs even watering and fertilising year 
round and will bloom in the fall on a racemose, to 30cms. long, 2 

* to 5 flowered inflorescence that has lanceolate bracts and is found 
in Colombia, Ecuador and Panama at altitudes ranging from 200 

Synonyms Miltonia roezlii (Rchb. f.) G.

.\

to 700 metres.
Nicholson 1886; *Odontoglossum roezlii Rchb. f. ?

Odontoglossum Mount Diablo ‘Target’ HCC/NZOS 
Grown by Ross Tucker

The parents are 0dm. Stropheon x 0dm. Crutordo, a Mansell and 
Hatcher cross imported into New Zealand. It is a newly awarded 
seedling. A white flower heavily overlaid with red spots arranged 
in a target-like pattern - very distinctive, 
branching spike. This cross has produced some consistent 
patterned results. This plant was grown in sphagnum moss.

Odontoglossum Augres ‘Bayswater’ HCC/OCNZ/NZOS 

Grown by Ross Tucker

The parents are 0dm. Mont Sohier x 0dm. Pumistor, an 
Eric Young Orchid Foundation cross. It was awarded recently. It 

of the pure colour breed, a now famous line of breeding. 
Full shaped and 16 flowers over lOcms. The plant has been 

• grown in sphagnum moss.

16 flowers on a

is one
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